
Stacey Morrison
Identity & Culture
Stacey is a New Zealand 
television and radio host, 
passionate about Te Ao Māori,  
indigenous language and culture.

Golriz Ghahraman
Our Global Community
Escaping war and persecution 
as a child, Golriz came to NZ 
and is now one of the youngest 
Members of Parliament.

Justin Lester
Future Wellington
Mayor of Wellington City – the 
capital of New Zealand, Justin 
will speak on what it takes to 
lead a city into the future.

FRIDAY 26 JULY / OPENING CEREMONY

EVENING CLOSE  

OPENING CEREMONY 
SPEAKER SESSION

PŌWHIRI / TSB ARENA MAIN THEATRE

MARKETPLACE & NETWORKING / TSB ARENA 

REGISTRATION OPENS / TSB ARENA 
ENTERTAINMENT, MARKETPLACE, NETWORKING

Haere mai, welcome. The future is ours to create!

6:00pm

5:45pm

7:45pm

4:00pm

9:00pm

TJ & Greer Perenara
Standing for Equality
From representing the nation in 
rugby to performing arts – TJ 
and Greer are a power couple 
standing up for what’s right.

Talei Bryant
Inspiration to Action 
Attending #FFTF18 was a major 
catalyst for Talei to take action in 
her community, and part of the 
reason she’s running for Council.

@FestivalForTheFuture

@FFTFNZ

ENTERTAINMENT / HOLLIE SMITH



Hon. Grant Robertson
Investing in our Future
New Zealand’s Minister of Finance, Grant 
Robertson will share his take on investing 
in our future, and building an economy 
that puts people and planet at the core.

Emily Muli
Tangata Pasifika
Musician, artist and performer – Emily 
will share her journey with the Ministry for 
Pacific Peoples working to co-create the 
new vision for Pacific Aotearoa.

VOTE

Sonya Renee Taylor & 
Anne-Marie Brook
Leadership for Inclusion
The Human Rights Performance Tracking 
and Radical Self Love – a never-seen-before 
colab from two Edmund Hillary Fellows.

STREAM #2 
HOW TO EFFECT 
CHANGE IN THE 
UPCOMING ELECTIONS

STREAM #1 
THE PANEL – HOW 
CAN WE ACCELERATE 
CLIMATE SOLUTIONS?
A solutions-focused look at 
the action and leadership we 
need on climate change.

Festival speakers and other 
thought leaders host tables, 
you get to set the agenda!

Interested in running for 
Council, Mayor, or how to use 
your voice to count?

Learn more about the Māori 
world view, and how we can 
create a brighter future.

Learn tools and strategies to 
support your wellbeing in the 
workplace, school or home.

Learn a powerful change 
model that will help you to both 
navigate and lead change.

Diversity in NZ and Asia. How 
we can all contribute towards 
reframing the narrative.

Move from exclusion to a 
radically inclusive planet.  
A design thinking approach.

STREAM #5 
ASK AN EXPERT – 
ROUND TABLE CHATS 
WITH LEADERS

STREAM #8 
TOOLS AND 
STRATEGIES  
FOR INCLUSION

STREAM #7 
THE LEADERSHIP LAB  
– UPSKILL, UNLEASH 
YOUR POTENTIAL

STREAM #3 
TOOLS & STRATEGIES  
FOR THE WELLBEING 
REVOLUTION

STREAM #6 
TE AO MĀORI – 
LEARN MORE ABOUT 
THE MĀORI WORLD

STREAM #4 
THE RISE OF ASIA & 
OPPORTUNITIES FOR 
NEW ZEALAND

DOORS OPEN, COFFEE, MARKETPLACE, NETWORKING / TSB ARENA 
MORNING MINDFULNESS & MEDITATION / 1ST FLOOR

SPEAKER SESSION / TSB ARENA, MAIN THEATRE 

MORNING BREAK, COFFEE, MARKETPLACE, NETWORKING / TSB ARENA

PANEL AND WORKSHOPS / CHOOSE FROM ONE OF THE FOLLOWING STREAMS

8:00am

9:00am

10:15am

10:45am

Leadership in the face of big, complex and urgent challenges

Mike Smith
Iwi Chair’s Forum

Elspeth Tilley
Massey University

Maha Fier
Kāpiti Future Leader

Rod Oram
Independent Journalist

Lisa McLaren
Generation Zero

Vicky Robertson
Ministry for Environment

WHO’S ON THE PANEL?

Sophie Handford
Leadership for Climate
After learning about climate change, 
Sophie couldn’t sit still. She had to act, 
and stepped up to lead the New Zealand 
Secondary School Climate March.

SATURDAY 27 JULY 



VOTE

STREAM #2 
HOW TO EFFECT 
CHANGE IN THE 
UPCOMING ELECTIONS

STREAM #1 
THE PANEL – HOW CAN 
WE IMPROVE HEALTH 
AND WELLBEING?
How can we significantly 
improve the wellbeing of 
people and planet?

Festival speakers and other 
thought leaders host tables, 
you get to set the agenda!

Interested in running for 
Council, Mayor, or how to use 
your voice to count?

Learn more about the Māori 
world view, and how we can 
create a brighter future.

Learn tools and strategies to 
support your wellbeing in the 
workplace, school or home.

Learn a powerful change 
model that will help you to both 
navigate and lead change.

Why Asia?  
Opportunities for Young Kiwis 
in Asia.

Move from exclusion to a 
radically inclusive planet.  
A design thinking approach.

STREAM #5 
ASK AN EXPERT – 
ROUND TABLE CHATS 
WITH LEADERS

STREAM #8 
TOOLS AND 
STRATEGIES  
FOR INCLUSION

STREAM #7 
THE LEADERSHIP LAB  
– UPSKILL, UNLEASH 
YOUR POTENTIAL

STREAM #3 
TOOLS & STRATEGIES  
FOR THE WELLBEING 
REVOLUTION

STREAM #6 
TE AO MĀORI – 
LEARN MORE ABOUT 
THE MĀORI WORLD

STREAM #4 
THE RISE OF ASIA & 
OPPORTUNITIES FOR 
NEW ZEALAND

LUNCH / COFFEE, MARKETPLACE & NETWORKING

AFTERNOON BREAK, COFFEE, MARKETPLACE, NETWORKING / TSB ARENA

PANEL AND WORKSHOPS / CHOOSE FROM ONE OF THE FOLLOWING STREAMS

SPEAKER SESSION / TSB ARENA, MAIN THEATRE 

12:30pm

3:30pm

1:45pm

4:00pm

Holley Sommerville-Knott
Tell Someone Who Cares
15-year-old Holley is a musician, slam 
poet and champion for the environment. 
She’s also the Chief Ethics Officer of Tell 
Someone Who Cares.

Sharndre Kushor
Disrupting Education
Co-founder of Crimson Education, 
Sharndre has helped turn a small start-
up into a global education company 
reportedly valued at over $220M NZD.

Audette Exel
The New Business Agenda
A World Economic Forum Global Leader 
of Tomorrow, Audette is a pioneer in 
leveraging private capital and building new 
business models for social impact.

Asaeli Pene
Future Leaders Whangarei
Part of Future Leaders in Whangarei, 
Asaeli is an artist with a passion for 
music and making a difference for 
rangatahi and Pasifika peoples.

Dreaming big. Pushing boundaries for our future.

John Fitzgerald
Massey University

Andrew Barnes 
Four Day Work Week

Mary Tiumalu 
Ministry for Pacific Peoples

Kassie Hartendorp
Action Station

Anya Satyanand
The Prince’s Trust New Zealand

WHO’S ON THE PANEL?

END OF DAY WRAP UP / TSB ARENA, MAIN THEATRE 5:00pm



Bilal Nasier
Empower Volunteer

VOTE

STREAM #2 
HOW TO EFFECT 
CHANGE IN THE 
UPCOMING ELECTIONS

STREAM #1 
THE PANEL – TACKLING 
DISCRIMINATION, 
RACISM & PREJUDICE
A chance to unpack the 
issues, and focus on building 
more inclusive communities.

Festival speakers and other 
thought leaders host tables, 
you get to set the agenda!

Interested in running for 
Council, Mayor, or how to use 
your voice to count?

Learn more about the Māori 
world view, and how we can 
create a brighter future.

Tell Government what you really 
think! Led by the Department of 
Prime Minister and Cabinet.

Learn a powerful change 
model that will help you to both 
navigate and lead change.

Learn about innovative 
projects happening in Asia 
and the NZers behind them.

How sustainable human 
rights initiatives must start 
with personal transformation.

STREAM #5 
ASK AN EXPERT – 
ROUND TABLE CHATS 
WITH LEADERS

STREAM #8 
TOOLS AND 
STRATEGIES  
FOR INCLUSION

STREAM #7 
THE LEADERSHIP LAB  
– UPSKILL, UNLEASH 
YOUR POTENTIAL

STREAM #3 
TOOLS & STRATEGIES  
FOR THE WELLBEING 
REVOLUTION

STREAM #6 
TE AO MĀORI – 
LEARN MORE ABOUT 
THE MĀORI WORLD

STREAM #4 
THE RISE OF ASIA & 
OPPORTUNITIES FOR 
NEW ZEALAND

DOORS OPEN, COFFEE, MARKETPLACE, NETWORKING / TSB ARENA 
MORNING MINDFULNESS & MEDITATION / 1ST FLOOR

SPEAKER SESSION / TSB ARENA, MAIN THEATRE 

MORNING BREAK, COFFEE, MARKETPLACE, NETWORKING / TSB ARENA

PANEL AND WORKSHOPS / CHOOSE FROM ONE OF THE FOLLOWING STREAMS

8:00am

9:00am

10:15am

10:45am

WHO’S ON THE PANEL?

Whaiora Patrick
Triumph Through Adversity
Part of Future Leaders in Kawerau, Whai 
has an incredibly inspiring story having 
found herself in some very dark places, 
now driven to be a beacon of hope.

Rachael Elder
Difficult Conversations
A badass queer survivor with a side of 
managing physical and mental disability 
– Rachael is passionate about creating 
safe spaces for difficult conversations.

Steve Pirie
Talking About Failure
Steve is a serial entrepreneur who’s 
founded and sold successful businesses, 
but also had his fair share of hard knocks 
along the way.

Charlotte Hoonhout
Changing the System
Para-athlete. Entrepreneur. Public 
Servant. Charlotte is passionate about 
universal design and inclusion, and is 
part of the GovTech Talent programme.

Against the odds – adversity, courage and resilience

Robbie Francis
The Lucy Foundation

Guled Mire
Community Advocate

Suzannah Jessep
Asia NZ Foundation

Arama Rata
Enhancing iwi engagement

SUNDAY 28 JULY 



END OF DAY WRAP UP / TSB ARENA, MAIN THEATRE 5:00pm

VOTE

STREAM #2 
HOW TO EFFECT 
CHANGE IN THE 
UPCOMING ELECTIONS

STREAM #1 
PANEL – REGIONAL 
ECONOMIES AND THE 
FUTURE OF WORK
How might migration, 
technology and the future of 
work impact our regions?

Festival speakers and other 
thought leaders host tables, 
you get to set the agenda!

Interested in running for 
Council, Mayor, or how to use 
your voice to count?

Learn more about the Māori 
world view, and how we can 
create a brighter future.

Tell Government what you 
really think! Hosted by Health 
Promotion Agency (HPA).

Learn a powerful change 
model that will help you to both 
navigate and lead change.

Why Asia?  
Opportunities for Young Kiwis 
in Asia.

How sustainable human 
rights initiatives must start 
with personal transformation.

STREAM #5 
ASK AN EXPERT – 
ROUND TABLE CHATS 
WITH LEADERS

STREAM #8 
TOOLS AND 
STRATEGIES  
FOR INCLUSION

STREAM #7 
THE LEADERSHIP LAB  
– UPSKILL, UNLEASH 
YOUR POTENTIAL

STREAM #3 
TOOLS & STRATEGIES  
FOR THE WELLBEING 
REVOLUTION

STREAM #6 
TE AO MĀORI – 
LEARN MORE ABOUT 
THE MĀORI WORLD

STREAM #4 
THE RISE OF ASIA & 
OPPORTUNITIES FOR 
NEW ZEALAND

LUNCH / COFFEE, MARKETPLACE & NETWORKING

AFTERNOON BREAK, COFFEE, MARKETPLACE, NETWORKING / TSB ARENA

PANEL AND WORKSHOPS / CHOOSE FROM ONE OF THE FOLLOWING STREAMS

SPEAKER SESSION / TSB ARENA, MAIN THEATRE 

12:30pm

3:30pm

1:45pm

4:00pm

Vuki Vujasinovic
The Power of Storytelling
Named in Forbes 30 Under 30, Vuki is 
the Founder and CEO of Sling & Stone – 
working with challengers, entrepreneurs 
and disrupters around the world.

Takunda Muzondiwa
Finding Your Voice
Following participation in the annual 
national Race Unity Speech competition, 
Takunda’s performance is making waves 
nationally and globally. 

Chris Gallavin 

Systems Change
Chris is an Eisenhower Fellow, and 
the Deputy Pro-Vice Chancellor for 
the College of Humanities and Social 
Sciences at Massey University.

Lucy Gray
Generation Us. Now.
12-year-old Lucy is a humble student 
and musician, who cared enough to take 
a stand for what’s right – 3,000 people 
showed up to stand alongside her.

A powerful force for change – 1,000+ actions for impact

Rachel Taulelei
World Class New Zealander

Aaron Hape 
Provincial Growth Unit, MBIE

Marlena Martin
Future Leaders Kawerau

Tamati Shepherd
PwC New Zealand

WHO’S ON THE PANEL?

Graedon Parker
Organic Mechanic



www.festival for the future.org.nz

B R O U G H T  T O  Y O U   B Y

P L AT I N U M  S P O N S O R G O L D  S P O N S O R S

S I LV E R  S P O N S O R S B R O N Z E  S P O N S O R S

PA R T N E R S  &  S U P P O R T E R S

A MASSIVE THANK YOU TO 
OUR PARTNERS & SPONSORS


